
In the Pasture with GodIn the Pasture with God’’s s 

PeoplePeople

The ShepherdsThe Shepherds



The Problem of Bad ShepherdsThe Problem of Bad Shepherds

�� Their characteristics (Ez. 34:1Their characteristics (Ez. 34:1--4; Zech. 4; Zech. 

11:1511:15--16)16)



Ezekiel 34:1Ezekiel 34:1--44
11And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 22

““Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of 
Israel, prophesy and say to them, Israel, prophesy and say to them, ‘‘Thus says the Thus says the 
Lord God to the shepherds: Lord God to the shepherds: ““Woe to the Woe to the 
shepherds of Israel who feed themselves! shepherds of Israel who feed themselves! 
Should not the shepherds feed the flocks? Should not the shepherds feed the flocks? 33You You 
eat fat and clothe yourselves with the wool; you eat fat and clothe yourselves with the wool; you 
slaughter the fatlings, but you do not feed the slaughter the fatlings, but you do not feed the 
flock. flock. 44The weak you have not strengthened, nor The weak you have not strengthened, nor 
have you healed those who were sick, nor have you healed those who were sick, nor 
bound up the broken, nor brought back what bound up the broken, nor brought back what 
was driven away, nor sought what was lost; but was driven away, nor sought what was lost; but 
with force and cruelty you have ruled them.with force and cruelty you have ruled them.”’””’”



Zechariah 11:15Zechariah 11:15--1616

1515And the Lord said to me, And the Lord said to me, ““Next, take for Next, take for 

yourself the implements of a foolish yourself the implements of a foolish 

shepherd. shepherd. 1616For indeed I will raise up a For indeed I will raise up a 

shepherd in the land who will not care for shepherd in the land who will not care for 

those who are cut off, nor seek the young, those who are cut off, nor seek the young, 

nor heal those that are broken, nor feed nor heal those that are broken, nor feed 

those that still stand. But he will eat the those that still stand. But he will eat the 

flesh of the fat and tear their hooves in flesh of the fat and tear their hooves in 

pieces.pieces.””



The Problem of Bad ShepherdsThe Problem of Bad Shepherds

�� Their characteristics (Ez. 34:1Their characteristics (Ez. 34:1--4; Zech. 4; Zech. 

11:1511:15--16)16)

�� Their effect on the flock (Ez. 34:5Their effect on the flock (Ez. 34:5--6; Jer. 6; Jer. 

23:123:1--2)2)



Ezekiel 34:5Ezekiel 34:5--66

55So they were scattered because there was So they were scattered because there was 

no shepherd; and they became food for all no shepherd; and they became food for all 

the beasts of the field when they were the beasts of the field when they were 

scattered. scattered. 66My sheep wandered through My sheep wandered through 

all the mountains, and on every high hill; all the mountains, and on every high hill; 

yes, My flock was scattered over the yes, My flock was scattered over the 

whole face of the earth, and no one was whole face of the earth, and no one was 

seeking or searching for them.seeking or searching for them.



Jeremiah 23:1Jeremiah 23:1--22

1 1 ““Woe to the shepherds who destroy and Woe to the shepherds who destroy and 

scatter the sheep of My pasture!scatter the sheep of My pasture!”” says the says the 

Lord. Lord. 22Therefore thus says the Lord God of Therefore thus says the Lord God of 

Israel against the shepherds who feed my Israel against the shepherds who feed my 

people: people: ““You have scattered My flock, You have scattered My flock, 

driven them away, and not attended to driven them away, and not attended to 

them. Behold, I will attend to you for the them. Behold, I will attend to you for the 

evil of your doings,evil of your doings,”” says the Lord.says the Lord.



The Problem of Bad ShepherdsThe Problem of Bad Shepherds

�� Their characteristics (Ez. 34:1Their characteristics (Ez. 34:1--4; Zech. 4; Zech. 

11:1511:15--16)16)

�� Their effect on the flock (Ez. 34:5Their effect on the flock (Ez. 34:5--6; Jer. 6; Jer. 

23:123:1--2)2)

�� Application for those who have spiritual Application for those who have spiritual 

leadership and influence (Acts 20:28)leadership and influence (Acts 20:28)



Acts 20:28 NKJVActs 20:28 NKJV

Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all 

the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has 

made you overseers, to shepherd the made you overseers, to shepherd the 

church of God which He purchased with church of God which He purchased with 

His own blood.His own blood.



God as ShepherdGod as Shepherd

�� Judges the Bad Shepherds (Ez. 34:7Judges the Bad Shepherds (Ez. 34:7--10; 10; 

Zech. 11:17) Zech. 11:17) 



Ezekiel 34:7Ezekiel 34:7--1010

77 ““ ‘‘Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 88

““As I live,As I live,”” says the Lord God, says the Lord God, ““surely because My flock surely because My flock 
became a prey, and My flock became food for every became a prey, and My flock became food for every 
beast of the field, because there was no shepherd, nor beast of the field, because there was no shepherd, nor 
did My shepherds search for My flock, but the shepherds did My shepherds search for My flock, but the shepherds 
fed themselves and did not feed My flockfed themselves and did not feed My flock”” –– 99 therefore, therefore, 
O shepherds, hear the word of the Lord! O shepherds, hear the word of the Lord! 1010Thus says the Thus says the 
Lord God: Lord God: ““Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I 
will require My flock at their hand; I will cause them to will require My flock at their hand; I will cause them to 
cease feeding the sheep, and the shepherds shall feed cease feeding the sheep, and the shepherds shall feed 
themselves no more; for I will deliver My flock from their themselves no more; for I will deliver My flock from their 
mouths, that they may no longer be food for them.mouths, that they may no longer be food for them.”’””’”



Zechariah 11:17Zechariah 11:17

1717 ““Woe to the worthless shepherd, who Woe to the worthless shepherd, who 

leaves the flock! A sword shall be against leaves the flock! A sword shall be against 

his arm and against his right eye; his arm his arm and against his right eye; his arm 

shall completely wither, and his right eye shall completely wither, and his right eye 

shall be totally blinded.shall be totally blinded.””



God as ShepherdGod as Shepherd

�� Judges the Bad Shepherds (Ez. 34:7Judges the Bad Shepherds (Ez. 34:7--10; 10; 

Zech. 11:17) Zech. 11:17) 

�� Cares for His Flock (Ez. 34:11Cares for His Flock (Ez. 34:11--16; Is. 16; Is. 

40:1040:10--11) 11) 



Ezekiel 34:11Ezekiel 34:11--1313

1111 ““ ‘‘For thus says the Lord God: For thus says the Lord God: ““Indeed I Myself Indeed I Myself 
will search for My sheep and seek them out. will search for My sheep and seek them out. 1212

As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day he As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day he 
is among his scattered sheep, so will I seek out is among his scattered sheep, so will I seek out 
My sheep and deliver them from all the places My sheep and deliver them from all the places 
where they were scattered on a cloudy and dark where they were scattered on a cloudy and dark 
day. day. 1313And I will bring them out from the And I will bring them out from the 
peoples and gather them from the countries, peoples and gather them from the countries, 
and will bring them to their own land; I will feed and will bring them to their own land; I will feed 
them on the mountains of Israel, in the valleys them on the mountains of Israel, in the valleys 
and in all the inhabited places of the country.and in all the inhabited places of the country.”’””’”



Ezekiel 34:14Ezekiel 34:14--1616

1414 ““ ‘‘ ““I will feed them in good pasture, and their I will feed them in good pasture, and their 

fold shall be on the high mountains of Israel. fold shall be on the high mountains of Israel. 

There they shall lie down in a good fold and There they shall lie down in a good fold and 

feed in rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. feed in rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 
15 15 I will feed My flock, and I will make them lie I will feed My flock, and I will make them lie 

down,down,”” says the Lord God. says the Lord God. 16 16 ““I will seek what I will seek what 

was lost and bring back what was driven away, was lost and bring back what was driven away, 

bind up the broken and strengthen what was bind up the broken and strengthen what was 

sick; but I will destroy the fat and the strong, sick; but I will destroy the fat and the strong, 

and feed them in judgment.and feed them in judgment.”’””’”



Isaiah 40:11Isaiah 40:11

1111He will feed His flock like a shepherd; He will feed His flock like a shepherd; 

He will gather the lambs with His arm, He will gather the lambs with His arm, 

And carry them in His bosom, And carry them in His bosom, 

And gently lead those that are with young.And gently lead those that are with young.



God as ShepherdGod as Shepherd

�� Judges the Bad Shepherd (Ez. 34:7Judges the Bad Shepherd (Ez. 34:7--10; 10; 

Zech. 11:17) Zech. 11:17) 

�� Cares for His Flock (Ez. 34:11Cares for His Flock (Ez. 34:11--16; Is. 16; Is. 

40:1040:10--11) 11) 

�� Provides Shepherds for the Local Provides Shepherds for the Local 

Congregation (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:1Congregation (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:1--4; 4; 

Acts 20:35; Heb. 13:17)Acts 20:35; Heb. 13:17)



Acts 20:28 NKJVActs 20:28 NKJV

Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all 

the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has 

made you overseers, to shepherd the made you overseers, to shepherd the 

church of God which He purchased with church of God which He purchased with 

His own blood.His own blood.



1 Peter 5:11 Peter 5:1--44

11The elders who are among you I exhort, I who The elders who are among you I exhort, I who 
am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings 
of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that 
will be revealed: will be revealed: 22Shepherd the flock of God Shepherd the flock of God 
which is among you, serving as overseers, not which is among you, serving as overseers, not 
by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest 
gain but eagerly; gain but eagerly; 33nor as being lords over those nor as being lords over those 
entrusted to you, but being examples to the entrusted to you, but being examples to the 
flock; flock; 44and when the Chief Shepherd appears, and when the Chief Shepherd appears, 
you will receive the crown of glory that does not you will receive the crown of glory that does not 
fade away.fade away.



Acts 20:35Acts 20:35

In all things I have shown you that by In all things I have shown you that by 

working hard in this way we must help the working hard in this way we must help the 

weak and remember the words of the weak and remember the words of the 

Lord Jesus, how he himself said, 'It is Lord Jesus, how he himself said, 'It is 

more blessed to give than to receive.'"more blessed to give than to receive.'"



Hebrews 13:17 NKJVHebrews 13:17 NKJV

Obey those who rule over you, and be Obey those who rule over you, and be 

submissive, for they watch out for your submissive, for they watch out for your 

souls, as those who must give account. souls, as those who must give account. 

Let them do so with joy and not with grief, Let them do so with joy and not with grief, 

for that would be unprofitable for you.for that would be unprofitable for you.



God as ShepherdGod as Shepherd

�� Judges the Bad Shepherd (Ez. 34:7Judges the Bad Shepherd (Ez. 34:7--10; 10; 
Zech. 11:17) Zech. 11:17) 

�� Cares for His Flock (Ez. 34:11Cares for His Flock (Ez. 34:11--16; Is. 16; Is. 
40:1040:10--11) 11) 

�� Provides Shepherds for the Local Provides Shepherds for the Local 
Congregation (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:1Congregation (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:1--4; 4; 
Acts 20:35; Heb. 13:17)Acts 20:35; Heb. 13:17)

�� Provides a Perfect Shepherd for the Whole Provides a Perfect Shepherd for the Whole 
Flock (Ez. 34:23Flock (Ez. 34:23--24)24)



Ezekiel 34:23Ezekiel 34:23--2424

2323 ““I will establish one shepherd over them, I will establish one shepherd over them, 

and he shall feed them and he shall feed them –– My servant My servant 

David. He shall feed them and be their David. He shall feed them and be their 

shepherd. shepherd. 2424And I, the Lord, will be their And I, the Lord, will be their 

God, and My servant David a prince God, and My servant David a prince 

among them; I, the Lord, have spoken.among them; I, the Lord, have spoken.””



Jesus, the Good ShepherdJesus, the Good Shepherd

John 10:7John 10:7--1414

�� The sole source of salvation (v. 7The sole source of salvation (v. 7--9)9)



John 10:7John 10:7--99

77Then Jesus said to them again, Then Jesus said to them again, ““Most Most 

assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of 

the sheep. the sheep. 88All who ever came before Me All who ever came before Me 

are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did 

not hear them. not hear them. 99I am the door. If anyone I am the door. If anyone 

enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go 

in and out and find pasture.in and out and find pasture.””



Jesus, the Good ShepherdJesus, the Good Shepherd

John 10:7John 10:7--1414

�� The sole source of salvation (v. 7The sole source of salvation (v. 7--9)9)

�� Good shepherd vs. Thief (v. 10)Good shepherd vs. Thief (v. 10)



John 10:10John 10:10

1010 ““The thief does not come except to steal, The thief does not come except to steal, 

and to kill, and to destroy. I have come and to kill, and to destroy. I have come 

that they may have life, and that they may that they may have life, and that they may 

have it more abundantly.have it more abundantly.””



Jesus, the Good ShepherdJesus, the Good Shepherd

John 10:7John 10:7--1414

�� The sole source of salvation (v. 7The sole source of salvation (v. 7--9)9)

�� Good shepherd vs. Thief (v. 10)Good shepherd vs. Thief (v. 10)

�� Ultimate test Ultimate test –– willing to die for the sheep willing to die for the sheep 

(v. 11)(v. 11)



John 10:11John 10:11

1111 ““I am the good shepherd. The good I am the good shepherd. The good 

shepherd gives His life for the sheep.shepherd gives His life for the sheep.””



Jesus, the Good ShepherdJesus, the Good Shepherd

John 10:7John 10:7--1414

�� The sole source of salvation (v. 7The sole source of salvation (v. 7--9)9)

�� Good shepherd vs. Thief (v. 10)Good shepherd vs. Thief (v. 10)

�� Ultimate test Ultimate test –– willing to die for the sheep willing to die for the sheep 

(v. 11)(v. 11)

�� Good shepherd vs. hireling (v. 12Good shepherd vs. hireling (v. 12--14)14)



John 10:12John 10:12--1414

1212 ““But a hireling, he who is not the But a hireling, he who is not the 

shepherd, one who does not own the shepherd, one who does not own the 

sheep, sees the wolf coming and flees; sheep, sees the wolf coming and flees; 

and the wolf catches the sheep and and the wolf catches the sheep and 

scatters them. scatters them. 1313The hireling flees because The hireling flees because 

he is a hireling and does not care about he is a hireling and does not care about 

the sheep. the sheep. 1414I am the good shepherd; and I am the good shepherd; and 

I know My sheep, and am known by My I know My sheep, and am known by My 

own.own.””



Is the Lord Your Shepherd?Is the Lord Your Shepherd?



Psalm 23Psalm 23
11The Lord is my shepherd;The Lord is my shepherd;

I shall not want.I shall not want.
22He makes me to lie down in green pastures;He makes me to lie down in green pastures;

He leads me beside the still waters.He leads me beside the still waters.
33He restores my soul;He restores my soul;

He leads me in the paths of righteousnessHe leads me in the paths of righteousness

For His nameFor His name’’s sake.s sake.



Psalm 23Psalm 23

44Yea, though I walk through the valley of Yea, though I walk through the valley of 

the shadow of death,the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil;I will fear no evil;

For you are with me;For you are with me;

Your rod and Your staff, the comfort me.Your rod and Your staff, the comfort me.



Psalm 23Psalm 23
55You prepare a table before me in the You prepare a table before me in the 

presence of my enemies;presence of my enemies;

You anoint my head with oil;You anoint my head with oil;

My cup runs over.My cup runs over.
66Surely goodness and mercy shall follow meSurely goodness and mercy shall follow me

All the days of my life;All the days of my life;

And I will dwell in the house of the LordAnd I will dwell in the house of the Lord

Forever.Forever.



John 10:9John 10:9--1111

9 9 ““I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he 
will be saved, and will go in and out and will be saved, and will go in and out and 
find pasture.find pasture.””

1010 ““The thief does not come except to steal, The thief does not come except to steal, 
and to kill, and to destroy. I have come and to kill, and to destroy. I have come 
that they may have life, and that they may that they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.have it more abundantly.””

1111 ““I am the good shepherd. The good I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd gives His life for the sheep.shepherd gives His life for the sheep.””


