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Introduction

The values survey

OnMay 5-8, 2011, the Gallup organization conducted random telephoterviews with
1018 adults 18 and older, and surveyed them onviesws on the moral acceptability of
seventeen activities. In each case they were askgardless of whether they thought the
activity should be legal or not, did they considenorally acceptable, or morally wrong.

Issue Acceptable Wrong
Doctor assisted suicide 45 48
Abortion 39 51
Having a baby outside of marriage 54 41
Buying and wearing clothing made of fur 56 39
Homosexual relations 56 39
Medical testing on animals 55 38
Fornication between an unmarried man and woman 60 36
Cloning animals 32 62
Medical research using stem cells obtained from human

embryos 62 30
Gambling 64 31
Pornography 30 66
The death penalty 65 28
Divorce 69 23
Suicide 15 80
Cloning humans 12 84
Polygamy 11 86
Married men and women having an affair 7 91

Surprise? Shock?
- Morepeoplearesurethat cloning animalsiswrong than think abortion is
wrong

How moral values are determined

Where do we get our ideas of right and wrong?
- Personal feelings (Prov. 14:12)



- Values passed down from parents — but we feel argrps were wrong about
some things

- Societal norms — Which part of society? Which siy@idoes a practice become
right or wrong when a majority begin thinking itright or wrong?

0 Was homosexual behavior wrong in 2006 when a nmgjsaid it was
wrong, and four years later right because 52% ofegurespondents said
it was acceptable?

o Will wearing fur become morally wrong in anothex sr seven years,
when a majority think it is?

o Is doctor-assisted suicide somehow neither rightarong since a
majority neither approves nor disapproves?

- Human philosophy/self-help — Different philosopheesmtradict each other, how
do we determine which is correct?
- God — He knows best, because He made us

The categories of moral issues
Sexual conduct

Issue

Fornication between an unmarried man and woman 60 36
Homosexual relations 56 39
Pornography 30 66
Polygamy 11 86
Adultery 7 91

- Not many undecided
- The Bible directly regulates nearly every aspedexfual conduct
- Fornication —
o Itis against the laws of Virginia
o Itis against the laws of God — 1 Cor. 6:9-11; G&al9-21
o Homosexual behavior is no more right or wrong takother forms of
sexual immorality; it is also condemned
o Pornography is wrong — Matt. 5:27-29

Value of Human and Animal life — green

Issue
The death penalty 65 28
Medical research using stem cells obtained from | 62 30

human embryos

Buying and wearing clothing made of fur 56 39

Medical testing on animals 55 38




Doctor assisted suicide 45 48
Abortion 39 51
Cloning animals 32 62
Suicide 15 80
Cloning humans 12 84

We are more sure that medical use of human emisyalsaght than the medical
use of animals???

How can abortion be wrong and the medical useef¢mains of murdered
fetuses be right?

Training our conscience by God word

Heb 5:12-14 -those who by reason of use have their senses
exercised to discern both good and evil

Why Christians must Defend the Truth

- The world needs dedicated Christians to be voaaliailssues of right and wrong
o Christians have the truth
o Christians are not just promoting a tradition, Wt is best for all men
and women
o Christians will promote the truth in the best waggible (Matt. 7:12)
o If Christians are not the light and salt of the Mpthe world will grow
darker and more morally corrupt and distasteful Mz 13-14)

Which Direction is your part of the world heading?
May-01 May-10 Change

Issue % % Pct. Pts.
Homosexual relations 40 52 12
Divorce 59 69 10
Having a baby outside of marriage 45 54 9
Human embryonic stem-cell research 52 59 7
Sex between an unmarried man and

woman 53 59 6
Abortion 42 38 -4
Medical testing on animals 65 59 -6

In the past decade, seven of the issues surveyedshawn a significant change in
opinion.



Five activities have grown more morally acceptahler time. Two have grown less
morally acceptable.

Most of the issues with significant changes areimgpaway from Biblical morality
- Homosexuality — over 50% acceptance for the finsétthis year and the biggest
change of any issue
- Divorce — Continues to gain acceptance
- Fornication between unmarried man and women andutef-wedlock births
that result are both significantly more acceptable
- And medical research that requires the destructidruman embryos is much
more acceptable than ten years ago
One of the issues is moving toward Biblical moyalit
- Abortion — Our culture appears to be realizing thatkilling of unborn human
babies is wrong and that our acceptance of iterldbt several generations was a
mistake.
- In my opinion this is due to a large amount of &g out on this issue done by
those who hold Biblical points of view
- As well as the availability of 3-D ultrasound teckogy that makes the true
nature of what is being done in an abortion unrkégéy clear.

Compare with Romans 1:21-32

v. 21 — No desire to honor God, no gratitude =Hdigpeculations, dark heart

v. 22 — Claimed wisdom while becoming foolish

v. 23 — God becomes less than God and like theanbrasts, then man, who was made
in the image of God becomes less than man and ofare value than the animals.

v. 24 — God is unwelcome in the society and samtfree of His godly influence =>
ruled by their lusts => impurity and dishonored iesd

v. 25 — Misguided worship => of nature, self, ss;@ower

V. 26-27 — Adoption of homosexual practices =>itedvlie physical and emotional
consequences

v. 28 — Don’t even like to think about God and wiit tolerate it in others => God gives
them up => minds filled with depravity, actionddd with impropriety

v. 29-31 — List of their misdeeds which become cammwhen God has given them up.
This is not just a list of what we read about ia tiewspapers every day, this is a list of
what has become for our society the standardsteftamment.

v. 32 — They know God does not approve, they kriey tdeserve the ultimate
punishment, but they do them anyway, and try teagehany others to approve and do
the same.

Knowledge of God rejected or corrupted => God givesn up (v. 24, 26, 28) =>
Mental, moral, physical and societal degradatiorREPEAT

o0 The point at the cycle where it can be stoppe@wensed is where the
knowledge of God is rejected or corrupted.
0 The world needs Christians to tell them
- Whatsinis



- What its horrible consequences are 1 Cor. 6:9-10
- That it is possible to overcome sin through the @oef Jesus
Christ— 1 Cor. 6:11

In discussing moral issues with others, perhaps the
following statistics would be helpful to think abou t:

71% say that moral values in America are gettings&o

76% of Americans identify themselves as Christian

57% of Americans say that religion can answer athost of today’s problems

38% have attended religious services in the paskwé@bout 6 in 10 attend at least
once a month.

61% belong to a church or synagogue

Most people believe traditional values should eymted.

On most divisive issues, most people are personalgervative. Though more than
half in this year’s survey considered homosexualityrally acceptable, only a very,
very few would consider it themselves or encouiageothers. Similarly for having
a baby outside of marriage, doctor-assisted suieidé abortion

Helpful Scriptures:

- Prov. 24:10

o We might think that it is a difficult circumstantelive in a time when
many of the moral values that were taken for gihatéew years ago are
now in question, or have been rejected by our $acie

o0 We are not living in the most adverse conditionsatip speaking, not
even of our time, much less of all time. NevertesJeipholding the truth
and refuting error takes effort.

0 Society today does not need weak Christians, tisiseong Christians,
very badly

- Prov. 25:26 - If we are weak Christians we canalbttininder the cause of Christ

- Prov. 24:24-25 - Which category will we be in. IMie approve or tolerate
wickedness in our home? Our family? Our workpla©e® circle of influence?
Or will we rebuke it?

- Prov. 24:11-12 - God will judge us by our deedsluding whether we pay
attention to all those suffering the consequen€associety with corroded moral
values.

Invitation:

The solution to moral darkness is the light of glespel of the glory of Christ, who is in
the image of God — 2 Cor. 4:4



