
The Christian and The Christian and 
GovernmentGovernment



The Christian is toThe Christian is to

�� Submit to Government Submit to Government -- Romans 13:1Romans 13:1--7; 7; 

1 Peter 2:131 Peter 2:13--1717



Romans 13:1Romans 13:1--77

Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For 
there is no authority except from God, and the there is no authority except from God, and the 
authorities that exist are appointed by God.  2  authorities that exist are appointed by God.  2  
Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the 
ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring 
judgment on themselves.  3  For rulers are not a terror judgment on themselves.  3  For rulers are not a terror 
to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of 
the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise 
from the same.  4  For he is God's minister to you for from the same.  4  For he is God's minister to you for 
good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear 
the sword in vain; for he is God's minister, an avenger to the sword in vain; for he is God's minister, an avenger to 
execute wrath on him who practices evil.  execute wrath on him who practices evil.  



Romans 13:1Romans 13:1--77

5  Therefore you must be subject, not only 5  Therefore you must be subject, not only 

because of wrath but also for conscience' because of wrath but also for conscience' 

sake.  6  For because of this you also pay sake.  6  For because of this you also pay 

taxes, for they are God's ministers taxes, for they are God's ministers 

attending continually to this very thing.  7  attending continually to this very thing.  7  

Render therefore to all their due: taxes to Render therefore to all their due: taxes to 

whom taxes are due, customs to whom whom taxes are due, customs to whom 

customs, fear to whom fear, honor to customs, fear to whom fear, honor to 

whom honor.whom honor.



1 Peter 2:131 Peter 2:13--1717

Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord's sake, whether to the king as man for the Lord's sake, whether to the king as 
supreme,  14  or to governors, as to those who supreme,  14  or to governors, as to those who 
are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers 
and for the praise of those who do good.  15  and for the praise of those who do good.  15  
For this is the will of God, that by doing good For this is the will of God, that by doing good 
you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish 
men  16  as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak men  16  as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak 
for vice, but as bondservants of God.  17  Honor for vice, but as bondservants of God.  17  Honor 
all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. 
Honor the king.Honor the king.
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The Christian is toThe Christian is to

�� Submit to Government Submit to Government -- Romans 13:1Romans 13:1--7; 7; 

1 Peter 2:131 Peter 2:13--1717

�� Obey its lawsObey its laws

�� Pay its taxesPay its taxes

�� Honor its representativesHonor its representatives

�� Accept its punishments, deserved or not Accept its punishments, deserved or not 

1 Pet. 2:181 Pet. 2:18--2323



1 Peter 2:181 Peter 2:18--2323

Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not 
only to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh.  19  only to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh.  19  
For this is commendable, if because of conscience For this is commendable, if because of conscience 
toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully.  20  toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully.  20  
For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your 
faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and 
suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable 
before God.  21  For to this you were called, because before God.  21  For to this you were called, because 
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that 
you should follow His steps:  22  "WHO COMMITTED NO you should follow His steps:  22  "WHO COMMITTED NO 
SIN, NOR WAS DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH";  23  SIN, NOR WAS DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH";  23  
who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when 
He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself 
to Him who judges righteously;to Him who judges righteously;
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The Christian is toThe Christian is to

�� Submit to GovernmentSubmit to Government

�� Influence GovernmentInfluence Government

�� By advice By advice –– Gen. 41:33Gen. 41:33--37; Dan. 4:2737; Dan. 4:27



Genesis 41:33Genesis 41:33--3737

"Now therefore, let Pharaoh select a discerning "Now therefore, let Pharaoh select a discerning 
and wise man, and set him over the land of and wise man, and set him over the land of 
Egypt.  34  Let Pharaoh do this, and let him Egypt.  34  Let Pharaoh do this, and let him 
appoint officers over the land, to collect oneappoint officers over the land, to collect one--fifth fifth 
of the produce of the land of Egypt in the seven of the produce of the land of Egypt in the seven 
plentiful years.  plentiful years.  …… 36  Then that food shall be 36  Then that food shall be 
as a reserve for the land for the seven years of as a reserve for the land for the seven years of 
famine which shall be in the land of Egypt, that famine which shall be in the land of Egypt, that 
the land may not perish during the famine."  37  the land may not perish during the famine."  37  
So the advice was good in the eyes of Pharaoh So the advice was good in the eyes of Pharaoh 
and in the eyes of all his servants.and in the eyes of all his servants.



Daniel 4:27Daniel 4:27

““Therefore, O king, let my advice be Therefore, O king, let my advice be 

acceptable to you; break off your sins by acceptable to you; break off your sins by 

being righteous, and your iniquities by being righteous, and your iniquities by 

showing mercy to the poor. Perhaps there showing mercy to the poor. Perhaps there 

may be a lengthening of your prosperity."may be a lengthening of your prosperity."



The Christian is toThe Christian is to

�� Submit to GovernmentSubmit to Government

�� Influence GovernmentInfluence Government

�� By advice By advice –– Gen. 41:33Gen. 41:33--37; Dan. 4:2737; Dan. 4:27

�� By participation By participation –– Gen. 41:38Gen. 41:38--41; Dan. 6:141; Dan. 6:1--3; 3; 

Rom. 16:23Rom. 16:23



Genesis 41:38Genesis 41:38--4141

And Pharaoh said to his servants, "Can we find And Pharaoh said to his servants, "Can we find 

such a one as this, a man in whom is the Spirit such a one as this, a man in whom is the Spirit 

of God?"  39  Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, of God?"  39  Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, 

"Inasmuch as God has shown you all this, there "Inasmuch as God has shown you all this, there 

is no one as discerning and wise as you.  40  is no one as discerning and wise as you.  40  

You shall be over my house, and all my people You shall be over my house, and all my people 

shall be ruled according to your word; only in shall be ruled according to your word; only in 

regard to the throne will I be greater than you."  regard to the throne will I be greater than you."  

41  And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "See, I have set 41  And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "See, I have set 

you over all the land of Egypt."you over all the land of Egypt."



Daniel 6:1Daniel 6:1--33

It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one 

hundred and twenty satraps, to be over the hundred and twenty satraps, to be over the 

whole kingdom;  2  and over these, three whole kingdom;  2  and over these, three 

governors, of whom Daniel was one, that the governors, of whom Daniel was one, that the 

satraps might give account to them, so that the satraps might give account to them, so that the 

king would suffer no loss.  3  Then this Daniel king would suffer no loss.  3  Then this Daniel 

distinguished himself above the governors and distinguished himself above the governors and 

satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him; satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him; 

and the king gave thought to setting him over and the king gave thought to setting him over 

the whole realm.the whole realm.



Romans 16:23Romans 16:23

Gaius, my host and the host of the whole Gaius, my host and the host of the whole 

church, greets you. church, greets you. Erastus, the Erastus, the 

treasurer of the city, greets youtreasurer of the city, greets you, and , and 

QuartusQuartus, a brother., a brother.



�� Source: Source: http://http://www.kingdomrecaptured.com/erastus_inscription.htmwww.kingdomrecaptured.com/erastus_inscription.htm
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�� By exercising its rights and duties as a By exercising its rights and duties as a 

Christian Christian –– Acts 16:35Acts 16:35--40; Acts 22:2440; Acts 22:24--29; Acts 29; Acts 

25:925:9--1111



Acts 16:35Acts 16:35--4040

And when it was day, the magistrates sent the officers, And when it was day, the magistrates sent the officers, 
saying, "Let those men go."  36  So the keeper of the saying, "Let those men go."  36  So the keeper of the 
prison reported these words to Paul, saying, "The prison reported these words to Paul, saying, "The 
magistrates have sent to let you go. Now therefore magistrates have sent to let you go. Now therefore 
depart, and go in peace."  37  But Paul said to them, depart, and go in peace."  37  But Paul said to them, 
"They have beaten us openly, "They have beaten us openly, uncondemneduncondemned
Romans, and have thrown us into prison. And Romans, and have thrown us into prison. And 
now do they put us out secretly? No indeed! Let now do they put us out secretly? No indeed! Let 
them come themselves and get us out."them come themselves and get us out." 38  And 38  And 
the officers told these words to the magistrates, and the officers told these words to the magistrates, and 
they were afraid when they heard that they were they were afraid when they heard that they were 
Romans.  39  Then they came and pleaded with them Romans.  39  Then they came and pleaded with them 
and brought them out, and asked them to depart from and brought them out, and asked them to depart from 
the city.  40  So they went out of the prison and entered the city.  40  So they went out of the prison and entered 
the house of Lydia; and when they had seen the the house of Lydia; and when they had seen the 
brethren, they encouraged them and departed.brethren, they encouraged them and departed.



Acts 22:24Acts 22:24--2929

the commander ordered him to be brought into the the commander ordered him to be brought into the 
barracks, and said that he should be examined under barracks, and said that he should be examined under 
scourging, so that he might know why they shouted so scourging, so that he might know why they shouted so 
against him.  25  And as they bound him with thongs, against him.  25  And as they bound him with thongs, 
Paul said to the centurion who stood by, Paul said to the centurion who stood by, "Is it lawful "Is it lawful 
for you to scourge a man who is a Roman, and for you to scourge a man who is a Roman, and 
uncondemneduncondemned?"?" 26  When the centurion heard that, 26  When the centurion heard that, 
he went and told the commander, saying, "Take care he went and told the commander, saying, "Take care 
what you do, for this man is a Roman."  27  Then the what you do, for this man is a Roman."  27  Then the 
commander came and said to him, "Tell me, are you a commander came and said to him, "Tell me, are you a 
Roman?" He said, "Yes."  28  The commander answered, Roman?" He said, "Yes."  28  The commander answered, 
"With a large sum I obtained this citizenship." And Paul "With a large sum I obtained this citizenship." And Paul 
said, "But I was born a citizen."  29  Then immediately said, "But I was born a citizen."  29  Then immediately 
those who were about to examine him withdrew from those who were about to examine him withdrew from 
him; and the commander was also afraid after he found him; and the commander was also afraid after he found 
out that he was a Roman, and because he had bound out that he was a Roman, and because he had bound 
him.him.



Acts 25:9Acts 25:9--1111

But Festus, wanting to do the Jews a favor, But Festus, wanting to do the Jews a favor, 
answered Paul and said, "Are you willing to go answered Paul and said, "Are you willing to go 
up to Jerusalem and there be judged before me up to Jerusalem and there be judged before me 
concerning these things?"  10  So Paul said, "I concerning these things?"  10  So Paul said, "I 
stand at Caesar's judgment seat, where I ought stand at Caesar's judgment seat, where I ought 
to be judged. To the Jews I have done no to be judged. To the Jews I have done no 
wrong, as you very well know.  11  wrong, as you very well know.  11  For if I am For if I am 
an offender, or have committed anything an offender, or have committed anything 
deserving of death, I do not object to deserving of death, I do not object to 
dying; but if there is nothing in these dying; but if there is nothing in these 
things of which these men accuse me, no things of which these men accuse me, no 
one can deliver me to them. I appeal to one can deliver me to them. I appeal to 
Caesar."Caesar."



Acts 16:20Acts 16:20--2323

And they brought them to the magistrates, and And they brought them to the magistrates, and 
said, "These men, being Jews, exceedingly said, "These men, being Jews, exceedingly 
trouble our city;  21  and they teach customs trouble our city;  21  and they teach customs 
which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to 
receive or observe."  22  Then the multitude receive or observe."  22  Then the multitude 
rose up together against them; and the rose up together against them; and the 
magistrates tore off their clothes and magistrates tore off their clothes and 
commanded them to be beaten with rods.  23  commanded them to be beaten with rods.  23  
And when they had laid many stripes on them, And when they had laid many stripes on them, 
they threw them into prison, commanding the they threw them into prison, commanding the 
jailer to keep them securely.jailer to keep them securely.
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�� Influence GovernmentInfluence Government

�� By advice By advice –– Gen. 41:33Gen. 41:33--37; Dan. 4:2737; Dan. 4:27

�� By participation By participation –– Gen. 41:38Gen. 41:38--41; Dan. 6:141; Dan. 6:1--3; 3; 
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�� By exercising its rights and duties as a By exercising its rights and duties as a 

Christian Christian –– Acts 16:35Acts 16:35--40; Acts 22:2440; Acts 22:24--29; Acts 29; Acts 

25:925:9--1111

�� By praying for it By praying for it –– 1 Tim. 2:11 Tim. 2:1--22



1 Timothy 2:11 Timothy 2:1--22

Therefore I exhort first of all that Therefore I exhort first of all that 

supplications, prayers, intercessions, and supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

giving of thanks be made for all men,  2  giving of thanks be made for all men,  2  

for kings and all who are in authority, that for kings and all who are in authority, that 

we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 

all godliness and reverence.all godliness and reverence.
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The Christian is toThe Christian is to

�� Submit to GovernmentSubmit to Government

�� Influence GovernmentInfluence Government

�� Transcend GovernmentTranscend Government

�� We have higher standards We have higher standards –– Matt. 5:38Matt. 5:38--4242



Matthew 5:38Matthew 5:38--4242

"You have heard that it was said, 'AN EYE FOR AN "You have heard that it was said, 'AN EYE FOR AN 

EYE AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH.'  39  But I EYE AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH.'  39  But I 

tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever 

slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to 

him also.  40  If anyone wants to sue you and him also.  40  If anyone wants to sue you and 

take away your tunic, let him have your cloak take away your tunic, let him have your cloak 

also.  41  And whoever compels you to go one also.  41  And whoever compels you to go one 

mile, go with him two.  42  Give to him who mile, go with him two.  42  Give to him who 

asks you, and from him who wants to borrow asks you, and from him who wants to borrow 

from you do not turn away.from you do not turn away.



The Christian is toThe Christian is to

�� Submit to GovernmentSubmit to Government

�� Influence GovernmentInfluence Government

�� Transcend GovernmentTranscend Government

�� We have higher standards We have higher standards –– Matt. 5:38Matt. 5:38--4242

�� We have a higher law We have a higher law –– Acts 4:18Acts 4:18--20; 5:2720; 5:27--2929



GodGod’’s Law Higher Than Mans Law Higher Than Man’’s Laws Law

So they called them and commanded them not to speak at So they called them and commanded them not to speak at 
all nor teach in the name of Jesus.  19  But Peter and all nor teach in the name of Jesus.  19  But Peter and 
John answered and said to them, "John answered and said to them, "Whether it is right Whether it is right 
in the sight of God to listen to you more than to in the sight of God to listen to you more than to 
God, you judge.God, you judge. 20  For we cannot but speak the 20  For we cannot but speak the 
things which we have seen and heard.things which we have seen and heard.”” -- Acts 4:18Acts 4:18--2020

And when they had brought them, they set them before And when they had brought them, they set them before 
the council. And the high priest asked them,  28  saying, the council. And the high priest asked them,  28  saying, 
"Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this "Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this 
name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your 
doctrine, and intend to bring this Man's blood on us!"  29  doctrine, and intend to bring this Man's blood on us!"  29  
But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: 
""We ought to obey God rather than menWe ought to obey God rather than men. . -- Acts Acts 
5:275:27--29 29 



The Christian is toThe Christian is to

�� Submit to GovernmentSubmit to Government

�� Influence GovernmentInfluence Government

�� Transcend GovernmentTranscend Government

�� We have higher standards We have higher standards –– Matt. 5:38Matt. 5:38--4242

�� We have a higher law We have a higher law –– Acts 4:18Acts 4:18--2020

�� We have a higher ruler We have a higher ruler –– Matt. 10:28Matt. 10:28



Matthew 10:28Matthew 10:28

And do not fear those who kill the body but And do not fear those who kill the body but 

cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him 

who is able to destroy both soul and body who is able to destroy both soul and body 

in hell.in hell.
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�� We have higher standards We have higher standards –– Matt. 5:38Matt. 5:38--4242

�� We have a higher law We have a higher law –– Acts 4:18Acts 4:18--2020

�� We have a higher ruler We have a higher ruler –– Matt. 10:28Matt. 10:28

�� We have a higher citizenship We have a higher citizenship –– Phil. 3:20Phil. 3:20--2121



Philippians 3:20Philippians 3:20--2121

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which For our citizenship is in heaven, from which 

we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the 

Lord Jesus Christ,  21  who will transform Lord Jesus Christ,  21  who will transform 

our lowly body that it may be conformed our lowly body that it may be conformed 

to His glorious body, according to the to His glorious body, according to the 

working by which He is able even to working by which He is able even to 

subdue all things to Himself.subdue all things to Himself.
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Acts 16:29Acts 16:29--3333

Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling 
before Paul and Silas.  30  And he brought them out and before Paul and Silas.  30  And he brought them out and 
said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  31  So they said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  31  So they 
said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be 
saved, you and your household."  32  Then they spoke saved, you and your household."  32  Then they spoke 
the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his 
house.  33  And he took them the same hour of the house.  33  And he took them the same hour of the 
night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and 
all his family were baptized. 34 Now when he had all his family were baptized. 34 Now when he had 
brought them into his house, he set food before them; brought them into his house, he set food before them; 
and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his 

household.household.


