
Why are Few Saved?

Luke 13:22-30



Luke 13:22-23 ESV

He went on his way through towns and 
villages, teaching and journeying toward 
Jerusalem.  23  And someone said to him, 
"Lord, will those who are saved be few?"



An Interesting Question

• “Are there few saved?”
• Jesus essentially answers yes…
• But why?



Why are Few Saved?

• Not because of lack of desire



Luke 13:24-25 ESV

"Strive to enter through the narrow door. For 
many, I tell you, will seek to enter and 
will not be able.  25  When once the 
master of the house has risen and shut the 
door, and you begin to stand outside and 
to knock at the door, saying, 'Lord, open 
to us,' then he will answer you, 'I do not 
know where you come from.'



Why are Few Saved?

• Not because of lack of desire
• Not because of lack of opportunity



Luke 13:26 ESV

Then you will begin to say, 'We ate and 
drank in your presence, and you taught in 
our streets.'



Why are Few Saved?

• Not because of lack of desire
• Not because of lack of opportunity
• Not because of lack of warning



Luke 13:24-25 ESV

"Strive to enter through the narrow door. For 
many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will 
not be able.  25  When once the master 
of the house has risen and shut the 
door , and you begin to stand outside and 
to knock at the door, saying, 'Lord, open to 
us,' then he will answer you, 'I do not know 
where you come from.'
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When the Door is Shut

• By our death
• By the second coming of Christ
• By the end of our season of spiritual 

interest



Ecclesiastes 12:1 ESV

Remember also your Creator in the days of 
your youth, before the evil days come and 
the years draw near of which you will say, 
"I have no pleasure in them";
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Why are Few Saved?

• Not because of lack of desire
• Not because of lack of opportunity
• Not because of lack of warning
• Because of lack of priority/urgency



Luke 13:24-30 ESV

"Strive to enter through the narrow door. For 
many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will 
not be able.  … 30  And behold, some are 
last who will be first, and some are first 
who will be last."



The Four Quadrants

Important

1

2

Not Important

3

4

N
ot

 U
rg

en
t  

   
 U

rg
en

t



Why are Few Saved?

• Not because of lack of desire
• Not because of lack of opportunity
• Not because of lack of warning
• Because of lack of priority/urgency
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Possible Next Steps

• Ask for a Bible study?
• Make or renew a commitment to spend time each day 

connecting and communing with God?
• Increase your involvement in the work of the church or 

in the lives of your brethren?
• Drive a few more nails in the coffin of the old man of 

sin?
• Reach out to another person in order to provide them 

with spiritual opportunities that they would not 
otherwise have?

• Ask for forgiveness or offer forgiveness to another?
• Become a Christian?



Consequences of Missing our 
Spiritual Opportunities

• We know about Jesus, but He does not 
know us – v. 25, 27

• Sent away, thrust out  – v. 27, 28
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Take That Next Step!

• Ask for a Bible study?
• Make or renew a commitment to spend time each day 

connecting and communing with God?
• Increase your involvement in the work of the church or 

in the lives of your brethren?
• Drive a few more nails in the coffin of the old man of 

sin?
• Reach out to another person in order to provide them 

with spiritual opportunities that they would not 
otherwise have?

• Ask for forgiveness or offer forgiveness to another?
• Become a Christian?


