
In the Hour of Trial

The Example of Joseph
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Genesis 39:2-5 NKJV

The LORD was with Joseph, and he was a successful man; 
and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian.  3  
And his master saw that the LORD was with him and 
that the LORD made all he did to prosper in his hand.  4  
So Joseph found favor in his sight, and served him. Then 
he made him overseer of his house, and all that he had 
he put under his authority.  5  So it was, from the time 
that he had made him overseer of his house and all that 
he had, that the LORD blessed the Egyptian's house for 
Joseph's sake; and the blessing of the LORD was on all 
that he had in the house and in the field.
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Genesis 39:7-10 NKJV

And it came to pass after these things that his master's wife 
cast longing eyes on Joseph, and she said, "Lie with 
me."  8  But he refused and said to his master's wife, 
"Look, my master does not know what is with me in the 
house, and he has committed all that he has to my hand.  
9  There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has 
he kept back anything from me but you, because you are 
his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness, and 
sin against God?"  10  So it was, as she spoke to Joseph 
day by day, that he did not heed her, to lie with her or to 
be with her.
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• Expect any unrighteousness on your part to 

only multiply your misery



Psalms 38:1-22 NKJV

O LORD, do not rebuke me in Your wrath, Nor 
chasten me in Your hot displeasure!  2  For Your 
arrows pierce me deeply, And Your hand 
presses me down.  3  There is no soundness in 
my flesh Because of Your anger, Nor any health 
in my bones Because of my sin.  4  For my 
iniquities have gone over my head; Like a heavy 
burden they are too heavy for me.  5  My 
wounds are foul and festering Because of my 
foolishness.  6  I am troubled, I am bowed down 
greatly; I go mourning all the day long. 
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• Expect to be greatly disappointed by those 

close to us
• Expect for reality to mock our desires and 

dreams
• Expect to undergo extreme temptation to sin
• Expect any unrighteousness on your part to 

only multiply your misery
• Expect any righteousness on your part to be 

punished



Genesis 39:17-20 NKJV

Then she spoke to him with words like these, 
saying, "The Hebrew servant whom you brought 
to us came in to me to mock me;  18  so it 
happened, as I lifted my voice and cried out, that 
he left his garment with me and fled outside."  19  
So it was, when his master heard the words 
which his wife spoke to him, saying, "Your 
servant did to me after this manner," that his 
anger was aroused.  20  Then Joseph's master 
took him and put him into the prison, a place 
where the king's prisoners were confined. And 
he was there in the prison.
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Job 16:1-3 NKJV

Then Job answered and said:  2  "I have 
heard many such things; Miserable 
comforters are you all!  3  Shall words of 
wind have an end? Or what provokes you 
that you answer?”
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• Expect to make progress, only to be knocked 
down again

• Expect to only have control of your words and 
deeds

• Expect to suffer alone
• Expect to not be suffering alone, but to wish 

you were
• Expect to be afflicted in body, spirit and mind
• Expect for others to have much more concern 

for their own problems than for yours
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Genesis 40:14-23 NKJV

But remember me when it is well with you, and please 
show kindness to me; make mention of me to Pharaoh, 
and get me out of this house.  15  For indeed I was 
stolen away from the land of the Hebrews; and also I 
have done nothing here that they should put me into the 
dungeon."  … 20  Now it came to pass on the third day, 
which was Pharaoh's birthday, that he made a feast for 
all his servants; … 21  Then he restored the chief butler 
to his butlership again, and he placed the cup in 
Pharaoh's hand.  … 23  Yet the chief butler did not 
remember Joseph, but forgot him.
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Genesis 41:14-16 NKJV

Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they 
brought him quickly out of the dungeon; and he 
shaved, changed his clothing, and came to 
Pharaoh.  15  And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I 
have had a dream, and there is no one who can 
interpret it. But I have heard it said of you that 
you can understand a dream, to interpret it."  16  
So Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, "It is not 
in me; God will give Pharaoh an answer of 
peace."



Genesis 41:39-41 NKJV

Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Inasmuch as 
God has shown you all this, there is no 
one as discerning and wise as you.  40  
You shall be over my house, and all my 
people shall be ruled according to your 
word; only in regard to the throne will I be 
greater than you."  41  And Pharaoh said 
to Joseph, "See, I have set you over all the 
land of Egypt."



God’s Help Arrives

• By God’s power
• According to God’s wisdom
• In God’s time
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Genesis 45:5-8 NKJV

But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with 
yourselves because you sold me here; for God 
sent me before you to preserve life. 6  For 
these two years the famine has been in the land, 
and there are still five years in which there will 
be neither plowing nor harvesting.  7  And God 
sent me before you to preserve a posterity 
for you in the earth, and to save your lives by 
a great deliverance.  8  So now it was not you 
who sent me here, but God; and He has made 
me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, 
and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.



In the Hour of Trial

• Expect to have expected help fall through

• Expect your hour of trial to last a long, long 
time

• Expect your help to come from God
• Expect to have to forgive the undeserving
• Expect to be changed by trial

• Expect to discover that you are not alone in 
your suffering



1 Peter 5:6-11 NKJV

Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of 
God, that He may exalt you in due time,  7  casting all 
your care upon Him, for He cares for you.  8  Be sober, 
be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  
9  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the 
same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in 
the world.  10  But may the God of all grace, who called 
us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have 
suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and 
settle you.  11  To Him be the glory and the dominion 
forever and ever. Amen.


