
Having an Operation

Colossians 2:11-14



Colossians 2:11-14
11  and in Him you were also circumcised with a 

circumcision made without hands, in the removal 
of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of 
Christ;  12  having been buried with Him in 
baptism, in which you were also raised up with 
Him through faith in the working of God, who 
raised Him from the dead.  13  When you were 
dead in your transgressions and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive 
together with Him, having forgiven us all our 
transgressions,  14  having canceled out the 
certificate of debt consisting of decrees against 
us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it 
out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. NASB



Three Changes

• Spiritual circumcision  => body of the 
flesh removed

• Baptism => buried and raised with Christ
• Spiritual resurrection => forgiven sin and 

new life



Colossians 2:11

11  and in Him you were also circumcised 
with a circumcision made without hands, in 
the removal of the body of the flesh by the 
circumcision of Christ; NASB



Roman Surgical Instruments

“Greek and Roman Surgical Instruments,” http://www.indiana.edu/~ancmed/instr1.html. 
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Three Changes

• Spiritual circumcision  => body of the 
flesh removed

• Baptism => buried and raised with Christ



Colossians 2:12

12  having been buried with Him in baptism, 
in which you were also raised up with Him 
through faith in the working of God, who 
raised Him from the dead. NASB



John 10:18

"No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay 
it down on My own initiative. I have 
authority to lay it down, and I have 
authority to take it up again. This 
commandment I received from My Father." 
NASB



Three Changes

• Spiritual circumcision  => body of the 
flesh removed

• Baptism => buried and raised with Christ
• Spiritual resurrection => forgiven sin and 

new life



Colossians 2:13

13  When you were dead in your 
transgressions and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, He made you alive together 
with Him, having forgiven us all our 
transgressions, NASB



Romans 6:3-6
Or do you not know that all of us who have been 

baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized 
into His death?  4  Therefore we have been 
buried with Him through baptism into death, so 
that as Christ was raised from the dead through 
the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of life.  5  For if we have become 
united with Him in the likeness of His death, 
certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His 
resurrection,  6  knowing this, that our old self 
was crucified with  Him, in order that our body of 
sin might be done away with, so that we would 
no longer be slaves to sin; NASB 



Results of this Spiritual Operation

• The removal of the 
body of the flesh/sin  
(Col. 2:11; Rom. 6:6)

• Spiritual circumcision 
(Col. 2:11)

• The forgiveness of all of 
our trespasses 
(Col. 2:13)

• New life (Col. 2:13)
• Life from the dead 

(Col. 2:13)

• The debt that stood 
against us is taken away 
and nailed to the cross 
(Col. 2:14) 

• Union with Christ 
(Rom 6:5)

• Placed into Christ 
(Rom. 6:3)

• Complete in Christ 
(Col. 2:10)



Having the Wrong Operation

• Jorge Villanueva in Callao, Peru, 
January 2010

1. “Doctors amputate wrong foot of man in Peru - USATODAY.com,” http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/2010-
01-25-Peru_N.htm. 

2. “Sarasota Herald-Tribune - Google News Archive Search,”
http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=VCkhAAAAIBAJ&sjid=jHwEAAAAIBAJ&pg=5040,617834&hl=en. 



Having the Wrong Operation

• Jorge Villanueva in Callao, Peru, 
January 2010

• Willie King in Tampa, Florida, February 
1995

1. “Doctors amputate wrong foot of man in Peru - USATODAY.com,” http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/2010-
01-25-Peru_N.htm. 

2. “Sarasota Herald-Tribune - Google News Archive Search,”
http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=VCkhAAAAIBAJ&sjid=jHwEAAAAIBAJ&pg=5040,617834&hl=en. 



The Wrong Operation?

• Infant Baptism



Colossians 2:11-13

11  and in Him you were also circumcised with a 
circumcision made without hands, in the removal 
of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of 
Christ;  12  having been buried with Him in 
baptism, in which you were also raised up with 
Him through faith in the working of God, who 
raised Him from the dead.  13  When you were 
dead in your transgressions and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive 
together with Him, having forgiven us all our 
transgressions, NASB



The Wrong Operation?

• Infant Baptism
• Sprinkling or Pouring



Colossians 2:11-13

11  and in Him you were also circumcised with a 
circumcision made without hands, in the removal 
of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of 
Christ;  12  having been buried with Him in 
baptism, in which you were also raised up with 
Him through faith in the working of God, who 
raised Him from the dead.  13  When you were 
dead in your transgressions and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive 
together with Him, having forgiven us all our 
transgressions, NASB



The Wrong Operation?

• Infant Baptism
• Sprinkling or Pouring
• Baptism for the Wrong Reason



Colossians 2:12-13

12  having been buried with Him in baptism, 
in which you were also raised up with Him 
through faith in the working of God, who 
raised Him from the dead.  13  When you 
were dead in your transgressions and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you 
alive together with Him, having forgiven us 
all our transgressions, NASB



died alive

Buried in Tomb
dead in 

sin
new
life

Buried in
Baptism

Rom. 6:3-4; Col. 2:12

form
Rom. 6:17



Baptist Manual – pg 17

“There are two ways of receiving members into a 
church. 1) By experience and baptism 
2) By letters of dismission from sister churches. 

In accordance with the first way, persons wishing to 
unite with a church give an account of the 
dealings of God with their souls, and state the 
“reason for the hope that is in them” whereupon, 
if, in the judgment of the church they “have 
passed from death into life” they are by vote of the 
church recognized as candidates for baptism, with 
the understanding that when baptized they will be 
entitled to all the rights and privileges of 
membership.”



died alive

Buried in Tomb

dead in 
sin

new
creation

Buried in
Baptism

“passed from

death unto life”

voted
on



Romans 6:4-5

4  Therefore we have been buried with Him 
through baptism into death, so that as 
Christ was raised from the dead through 
the glory of the Father, so we too might 
walk in newness of life.  5  For IF we have 
become united with Him in the likeness 
of His death, certainly we shall also be 
in the likeness of His resurrection, NASB 



The Wrong Operation?

• Infant Baptism
• Sprinkling or Pouring
• Baptism for the Wrong Reason
• Faith Healing



James 2:24

You see that a man is justified by works and 
not by faith alone. NASB



Colossians 2:11-13

11  and in Him you were also circumcised with a 
circumcision made without hands, in the removal 
of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of 
Christ;  12  having been buried with Him in 
baptism, in which you were also raised up with 
Him through faith in the working of God, who 
raised Him from the dead.  13  When you were 
dead in your transgressions and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive 
together with Him, having forgiven us all our 
transgressions, NASB



Have You Had The Wrong 
Operation?

• Infant Baptism
• Sprinkling or Pouring
• Baptism for the Wrong Reason
• Faith Healing



The Consultation

• Surgeon: Jesus Christ 
• Diagnosis: Sin
• Prognosis without Treatment: Death
• Recommended Treatment: Spiritual 

surgery for removal of sin
• Prognosis with Treatment: Complete 

recovery and eternal life



The Right Operation

• Believe in Jesus as Lord and Christ 
(Mark 16:16)

• Repent and turn away from your practice of sin 
(Acts 2:38)

• Confess your faith in Jesus before men 
(Rom. 10:10-11)

• Be baptized (buried) in water in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 
Acts 22:16; Rom. 6:3-6; Col. 2:11-14)


