
Commitment to Christ

Luke 9:51-62



Involvement vs. Commitment



Commitment

� An agreement or pledge to do something 
in the future



Jesus Commitment



Luke 9:51

Now it came to pass, when the time had 
come for Him to be received up, that He 
steadfastly set His face to go to 
Jerusalem,



Jesus Commitment

� The Goal: To be received up



Jesus Commitment

� The Goal: To be received up

� The Cost: Suffering, shame and death



Luke 9:22

… "The Son of Man must suffer many things, 
and be rejected by the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be 
raised the third day."



Jesus Commitment

� The Goal: To be received up

� The Cost: Suffering, shame and death

� The Commitment: He set His face to go to 
Jerusalem



Our Commitment

� We are called to a similar commitment

� Luke 9:22-23

� Heb. 12:1-4



Luke 9:22-23

… "The Son of Man must suffer many things, 
and be rejected by the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be 
raised the third day."  23  Then He said to 
them all, "If anyone desires to come after 
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross daily, and follow Me.



Hebrews 12:1-2

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded 
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which so 
easily ensnares us, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us,  
2  looking unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith, who for the joy that 
was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God.  



Our Commitment

� We are called to a similar commitment

� Luke 9:22-23

� Heb. 12:1-4

� Our commitment falls short of Christ’s



Over-Commitment

� The Disciples – Luke 9:51-56



Luke 9:51-56

Now it came to pass, when the time had 
come for Him to be received up, that He 
steadfastly set His face to go to 
Jerusalem,  52  and sent messengers 
before His face. And as they went, they 
entered a village of the Samaritans, to 
prepare for Him.  53  But they did not 
receive Him, because His face was set for 
the journey to Jerusalem.  



Luke 9:51-56

54  And when His disciples James and John 
saw this, they said, "Lord, do You want us 
to command fire to come down from 
heaven and consume them, just as Elijah 
did?"  55  But He turned and rebuked 
them, and said, "You do not know what 
manner of spirit you are of.  56  For the 
Son of Man did not come to destroy men's 
lives but to save them." And they went to 
another village.



Under-Commitment

� Good intentions (Luke 9:57-58)



Luke 9:57-58

Now it happened as they journeyed on the 
road, that someone said to Him, "Lord, I 
will follow You wherever You go."  58  And 
Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes and 
birds of the air have nests, but the Son of 
Man has nowhere to lay  His head."



Under-Commitment

� Good intentions (Luke 9:57-58)

� Other things first (Luke 9:59-62)

� Funeral



Luke 9:59-60

Then He said to another, "Follow Me." But 
he said, "Lord, let me first go and bury my 
father."  60  Jesus said to him, "Let the 
dead bury their own dead, but you go and 
preach the kingdom of God."



Under-Commitment

� Good intentions (Luke 9:57-58)

� Other things first (Luke 9:59-62)

� Funeral

� Farewell



Luke 9:61-62

And another also said, "Lord, I will follow 
You, but let me first go and bid them 
farewell who are at my house."  62  But 
Jesus said to him, "No one, having put his 
hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit 
for the kingdom of God."



1 Kings 19:19-21

So he departed from there, and found Elisha 
the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with 
twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he 
was with the twelfth. Then Elijah passed 
by him and threw his mantle on him.  



1 Kings 19:19-21

20  And he left the oxen and ran after 
Elijah, and said, "Please let me kiss my 
father and my mother, and then I will 
follow you." And he said to him, "Go back 
again, for what have I done to you?"  21  
So Elisha turned back from him, and took 
a yoke of oxen and slaughtered them and 
boiled their flesh, using the oxen's 
equipment, and gave it to the people, and 
they ate. Then he arose and followed 
Elijah, and became his servant.



Our Commitment to Christ

� Jesus is always calling us to higher 
commitment



Our Commitment to Christ

� Jesus is always calling us to higher 
commitment

� Involvement is not enough 

� Luke 13:23-27



Luke 13:23-27

Then one said to Him, "Lord, are there few 
who are saved?" And He said to them,  24  
"Strive to enter through the narrow gate, 
for many, I say to you, will seek to 
enter and will not be able. 25  When 
once the Master of the house has risen up 
and shut the door, and you begin to stand 
outside and knock at the door, saying, 
'Lord, Lord, open for us,'



Luke 13:23-27

25  … and He will answer and say to you, 'I 
do not know you, where you are from,'  
26  then you will begin to say, 'We ate 
and drank in Your presence, and You 
taught in our streets.' 27  But He will 
say, 'I tell you I do not know you, where 
you are from. Depart from Me, all you 
workers of iniquity.'



Our Commitment to Christ

� Jesus is always calling us to higher 
commitment

� Involvement is not enough 

� Luke 13:23-27

� Going to the next level – Heb 12:1-4



Hebrews 12:1-4

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded 
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which so 
easily ensnares us, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us,  
2  looking unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith, who for the joy that 
was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God.  



Hebrews 12:1-4

3  For consider Him who endured such 
hostility from sinners against Himself, lest 
you become weary and discouraged in 
your souls.  4  You have not yet resisted 
to bloodshed, striving against sin.



Our Commitment to Christ

� Jesus is always calling us to higher 
commitment

� Involvement is not enough 

� Luke 13:23-27

� Going to the next level – Heb 12:1-4

� Contemplate the Goal

� Count the Cost

� Consider the Christ

� COMMIT TO HIM


